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patus on the back with that. 
condescending, smile he has, and to bid us go 
on and keep our hand well fn at work so good. 
“?he thing might have been better done, he, of 
course, , and we might perhaps recoil 
in amazement from its completion ourselves— 
but the fact of'a fair beginning deserved no- 
tice, and received encouraging commendation. 
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‘not present any very ‘serious 
built and equipped or pra Poti of | 
light drafts, is téstified by the facility with and especis 1006 
which the English forced. the passage of the} flimsy. gro or. di “-pretexts: We 
Pei-ho in China, where similar obstractions— » hla ow tisé of Wat, and ‘be’ well | 8 
and very formidable. ones of their kind—were | sat oe pee sw air Mexi-| We | 
nugatory for any purposes of defence. If, on. . regina 
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a Orertand, 4 There is less of the patron, and perhaps not | the other hand, President ‘Loris has sank ves “fake sides in| 20S 
Fp eae Fepervile. pre are rand sccomplished no | 4uite 20 mach of the cordial friend, in the ap- | sels in tho. channela of the Paraguay,ho will | the | neighbor, i nbor, it is | 004 
mark nd, vid. St perry mot ve be got plause which the same, Thunderer now bestows |. very likely kind that Brazil will have a crow:| “only. j | inte | ten 
- of ean ‘even a hundred men could upon another attempt of his promising young’| to piuck with him on this question. The im- eros 


cougins to attend to their own business. We ies B= 











ae «| ft rey uo object. 
; this. continues to be so, we have good - 


| Wartant for’ saying that on the whole our citi- 
_ | gens seem to be contented with the condition’ 
e | of our City affairs. When they become dis- 


-erggag tent non on aaa 

}° “The proclamation in this State of a day of 
public Thanksgiving and. Prayer is indeed 
m0 ‘idle ceremony, and has been met in no 


have been meddling with matters which con- 


cerned us in Japan, and, wonderfully enough, 


have acquitted ourselves almost as well as if 
we had been attending to the affairs or follow- 
ing the lead of our British kinsmen. 

England apart, and reasoning with our fel- 
low-citizens, as it were, cozily and ina cor- 
ner, we must express our own astonishment 
that Mr. Harris should ever have been. select- 
ed for the post of Consul-General at Simoda, 


| and authorized to bring his Imperial Majesty, 


the Tycoon of Japan, into the fraternity of 
sovereigns. For Mr. Hargis seems to have 


.| shown himself thoroughly disqualified for the 


| him. 


appointment, by showing himself thoroughly 
equal to the tesponsibilities’ it entailed upon 
We cannot find that he ever left his sta- 
tion after reaching it. The charms of Hong 


| Kong and Shanghee, of Calcutta and Manila, 


rightly viewed, the various array of grave 
Treligious thoughts upon subjects vital to the 
Republic which here is set before us, cannot 


seem to have been alike upon. this 
extraordinary Ulysses, whose ears were plain- 
ly stuffed with conscience, if not with cotton, 
| while he sailed through the syren seasof the 
East. If, after receiving his commission from | 
the President, Mr. Hannzis had drawn his out- 
fit and salary in adVance ; taken passage in a 
steamer for Liverpool; posted through to 
Paris, ‘and hired apartments for a year on 
the Boulevards or the Rue de -la Paix, 
we could have understood the motives. of 
the favor bestowed upon him by Mr. Bucuan- 
an. All this would have been quite the regu- 
lar thing. No American who knows his 
country and her Government would ever be 


| surprised to meet his Consul at. Honolulu in a 


recklessness of eternal. laws which may well 
appall the most indifferent, it is a thing worth 
laying well to heart ‘that the position of the 
clergy in this country should still be what 
these sermons show us that it is. For it 
is not ‘saying too much to affirm that under 


nounced in so many pulpits of the metropolis, 
are here uttered together from that most im- 
partial of pulpite—the Press. From the dis- 
couraging spectacles of official profligacy and 
administrative impotence on which our atten- 
tion is concentrated so constantly and perhaps 
so exclusively, it is a wholesome and cheerful 
relief for us to turn to these evidences of fidelity 
.) and energy in the discharge of a trust the 
most..sacred that can be reposed in man. 
Whatever. our several judgments may be of the 
particular opinions upon this or that subjéct 


Sakti Adhd ak soclaty iogothor, by 
ogy tincgtoctaad it with destinies and 


manu: | laws dublimer than thoee of earth, are not un- 


heeded, nor unenforced in the whir] and uproar 
of our material pursuits. The peace, the prop- 
erty, the family and character of every man 
who dwells in this.great City are the safer to- 
day for the sermons that were yesterday ut- 
tered here. Fill the Park with glittering bayo- 
nets, crowd Broadway with trampling cavalry, 
and you would offer to the citizen no such 
guarantee of all that makes life truly worjh the 
having as those pulpits offer in the majesty of 


And here is the ample: 


ball at St. Petersburg, or to take wine with his 
Chargé at Stockholm, or over a table @hite at 
Cairo. But very great must have been the 
amazement of the few American shipmasters 
who, during the last two years, may haye 
visited the lonely harbor of Simoda, on finding 
the flag of their country always. flying over 
the secluded. residence of a Consul who never 
deserted: his post: And our warm’ hope 
for Mr. Haznis is, ‘that the ‘evidence ‘now 
brought home to us of his eccentric and whim- 
sical devotion to his duties, may not result in 
his immediate decapitation. Let it be pleaded, 
in extenuation of his fantastic behavior, that 
he has at leastastonished the British, and giv- 
en quite ashock to the objects of Mr. Cass’ 
venerable antipathy. When Lord Exem, with 
an energy. quite in keeping with his previous 
course, resolved to follow up at Jeddo the 
blow he had struck at Pekin, and set sail with 
a squadron from the Flowery for what, we sup- 
pose, we may call the Fruity Kingdom, he 
found, on reaching.Simoda, that the Americans 
had opened the: way for him as thoroughly as 
he could. ask; and, perhaps; more thor- 
oughly than he desired. Mr. Haxris Was 
ready not only to show'the Envoy of England 
every possible courtesy, to give him all infor- 
mation in his power, and to lend him the ser- 
Vices of an interpreter both-skilled and faithful, 
but to favor him with diplomatic hints in the 
form..of .a treaty already concluded with the 
Japanese Government, and embodying all that 
Europe and Christendom could decently ask of 
Japan. The work of Lord Exery, in these cir- 
cumstances, became almost disgustingly easy, 
and was dispatched ‘with great celerity. Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Plenipotentiary returned, 
after a fortnight’s stay, to China, carrying with 
him the knowledge that the finest, most civil- 
ized and prosperous country of the East was 
henceforth open to the adventurous commerce 
of the world, and the further knowledge, 
surely not less valuable, that an American 


‘vindication, 
cation be needed, ofthe publicity which we have 














portant Brazilian Province’ of Mato Grosso] It is, 
whose produce has to seek, through the Para- | 
guay River, its tianeportation to the cities on 


the Parana and the River Plate; or, past them, 
to the sea, would be almost éntirely shat in 
from the outer. world if the: Paraguay were 


élosed to its commerce. And it is scarcely to | 


be expected, therefore, that Brazil would tacit- 
ly submit to such a course on the part of Para- 
‘guay as the obstruction of navigation on the 
River, for an indefinite period of time, in the 
face of a not unreasonable doubt of the pro- 
spective ability of the obstructing . party to re- 
move the obstructions, and without any ac- 
tual apparent reason for so extreme a measure. 

The probabilities would therefore resolve 
themselves into a discredit of the whole story 
of the extravagant defences on the part of Par- 
aguay. There may be about astuch trath at 
the bottom of thé rumor as there was of foun- 
dation in the ‘statement concerning the three 
black crows. Of the two suppositions concern- 










is intentions of | thi 


ing the defence of the tiver—naziely, that of the | 


‘booms and chains, and that of the sinking of 
vessels in the channel—we think the former the 
least doubtful. Of the two chances—namely, 
whether booms and chains are now across the 
Paraguay, or whether there are no defences of 
this (and scarcely of any other) nature at all— 
we should be inclined to adopt the latter as the 
more probable. 

Indeed, there would appear to be an inten- 
tion on both sides of the dispute between the 


hard to frighten President Lorzz with the an- 
nouncement of tremendous preparations. Any 
number of powerful war-steamers, of. light 


draft but terribly armed, were to go out at once. 


to Paraguay and play all sorts of mischief 
with that country in case President Lorgz did. 
not at once. “own up”. his errors and 
back down. We have already seen the 
formidable character of these preparations, 
and noticed how the terrible Amer- 
igan fleet has. for the most part’ dwindled 
down to two British river boats and the Crom- 
well steamers. Lorzz, however, probably be- 
ing unaware of the extent to which our Gov- 
ernment was playing “brag” in Paraguay, 
has no doubt deemed it best to take its turn at 
the game, and accordingly we have the an- 
nouncement of the savage defences of all kinds 
which are being erected and established on 
and in the Paraguay River, under the superin- 
tendence of officers of distinguished capacity 
and of all kinds of nationalities. 

Now we have no right. to lecture Paraguay. 
on het resorting to this attempt.at frightening 






a Power whose ‘total: inaptitude ‘for being: ‘ 


frightened ‘President’ Lorzz may possibly not. 
be acquainted with. But we would seriously: 
submit to the consideration of our Government 
that. it is nota very dignified proceeding for 
the United States to be playing this sort of 
confidence game ii the face of the world. If 
it is requisite that we should beat Paraguay, 
let the proper materials be got together, and 
let the thing-be dene. But do not let us make 
ourselves ridiculous by squandering money in 
the acquiring of means on which to attempt. 
intimidation, but which would be‘utterly use- 
less in the event of our having to carry our 
threats into execution, We already leam that 
two of the chartered steamers which were 
taken off the Baltimore Merchant. Line to be 
put onthe Paraguay War line, are now to ‘be 
diverted from that purpose and devoted to car- 
rying General Pazz and suite to Venezuela. 
What does this portend? Has the Govern- 
ment postponed its demonstration on Para- 
guay since receipt of the news touching the 
creuertieey defences which Lorzz is said to 

be preparing ? or has the country been saddled 


4 with the expenses of two more steamers than 


were necessary for the Paraguay expedition? 
a RR 


Spain and Mexico, 
By the extracts which we publish this morn- ’ 


of assistance has been’ lest “freely résotted: to | ! 
in our own State, but wherever rendesed, the. 


Courts, as in the recent case of the town of | sure 


Rome, have almost invariably held the Cor- 
poration and people to the strictest liability’ A 
different ruling by one of the lower Courts in 
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